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NCMGA News 

 

Membership Meeting 

 

September 12  

 Noon 
 

Location:  

Tehama County Farm Bu-

reau 

275 Sale Lane 

Red Bluff, CA 96080 

Election of Officers 

Goat Education Day 
Pen Sale Planning 

and more will be discussed 

 
More information at www.ncmga.webs.com 

 

 

There has certainly been 

a great deal of furious 

legislative and adminis-

trative activity in the 

halls of government in 

this season of drought—

some of it essential and 

very timely, and some of 

it simply opportunistic. 

The Farm Bureau team 

in Sacramento has been 

front and center in 

many of those processes, 

calibrating its efforts 

constantly to serve the 

California farmers and 

ranchers who constitute 

our diverse membership. 

But one of the frothiest 

debates, in response to 

the current extremely 

dry spell, has been not 

before either the legisla-

tive or the executive 

branch, but in various 

corners of the main-

stream media.  

Spurred by a few law 

professors and other 

pundits who are not in-

terested in policy change 

at the margins, we have 

heard various breathless 

calls for wholesale re-

gime change in the allo-

cation of water re-

sources—direct attacks 

on our water rights sys-

tem—at a time in which 

those legal rules are the 

least of our worries. 

The worst of it is, in-

credibly, hyperventila-

tion that asks us to be-

lieve that California is 

becoming the New Aus-

tralia. 

Australia suffered 

through a crippling 

drought that began in 

the 1990s, stretched for 

more than a dozen years 

and became known as 

the Millennium Drought 

or the Big Dry. In re-

sp o n se ,  A u s tr a l i a 

changed its system of 

water rights and water 

allocation—in ways that 

continued on page 4 

When it comes to water, California is not Australia 
By: Chris Scheuring, California Farm Bureau 

July 2015 

Goat Education Day is back!    

 Save the date for 

Goat Education Day at 

the Tehama District Fair-

grounds in Red Bluff.  On 

Saturday, November 7, a 

day full of fabulous pre-

senters, workshops and 

learning will be available 

to all goat producers or 

those interested in goats. 

This day covers both 

dairy goat and meat goat 

information. 

 For more infor-

mation, contact Beth at 

nicholsogang 

@snowcrest.net or        

530-347-7376.  

Visit www.nvdga.org  

Membership 

 
Dues are currently overdue for 
2015-2016-  All members who 

are paid in full by the  
September 12th meeting will 

receive an entry into a drawing 

for a Tractor Supply Gift Card 
(you do not have to be present 

to win).  If you attend the  

September 12th meeting, you will 

receive an extra ticket into the 
drawing! 

Youth Members: 

Scholarship applications 

are due by July 31, 2015 
  
  

Don't forget to all in your 

showmanship points within 

10 days of show 

Officer and Board of  

Directors Nominations 
President= Kari Dodd 

Vice President= Roberta Pihera 

Secretary= Susan Young 

Director= Mary Pryde 



2 

 NCMGA NEWS  

Members In Action 



3 

 NCMGA NEWS  



4 

some professors and pundits be-

lieve California should follow. 

Let's start with the idea that Cali-

fornia has become Australia. The 

current drought may make many 

of us feel that we are in the Out-

back lately, but in the longer 

term, California simply does not 

share Australia's hydrology—

historically, or in those years to 

come. 

California has water resources 

that Australia does not have, in-

cluding great rivers and, in some 

years at least, an abundant high-

mountain snowpack. Even assum-

ing the forecasts of climate change 

in California are correct, it is not 

correct to say California's climate 

is likely to become drier overall—

more like Australia—so much as 

it is to say that our dry periods 

may be longer, and our wet peri-

ods may be "flashier" and more 

intense. 

The policy prescriptions that flow 

from that, then, make a discus-

sion about adopting "the Austra-

lian model" a complete non-

sequitur. Rather, in our wetter 

years we need to capture more 

water to make it through our 

drier years, precisely what Cali-

fornia voters overwhelmingly en-

dorsed with the passage of Propo-

sition 1 last fall. That bond meas-

ure, which holds considerable 

promise for the upgrade of our 

water infrastructure, dedicates 

$2.7 billion to new water storage 

projects. It seems sensible to plan 

for new supplies in the face of 

ever-intensifying demands due to 

explosive population growth and 

increased environmental regula-

tion, which are overlaid on top of 

an aging water infrastructure. 

That steadier view of California's 

water crunch, which understands 

the problem as one of current 

scarcity, recognizes that reorgan-

izing water rights—on the basis of 

an Australian model or any 

other—will not create one addi-

tional drop of water for California. 

That's because a water rights sys-

tem is nothing more than a 

method of allocating an unreliable 

and sometimes scarce resource. 

Changing the system, without 

adding more water storage, is a 

zero-sum game that will only cre-

ate a different set of problems, 

without creating additional sup-

ply. Until and unless we address 

underlying water scarcity head-

on, we will always be playing a 

game of musical chairs with the 

water that we have. 

No, California is not Australia: A 

$17 billion flood planning effort by 

the Central Valley Flood Protec-

tion Board, currently underway, 

attests to the fact that we have a 

water problem that can be solved 

in a way that Australia's can't: by 

adding storage. 

The end of Australia's Millennium 

Drought was marked by the un-

controlled flooding of thousands of 

square miles of land, whereas 

California's runoff is more control-

lable. Our water planners have 

identified promising new storage 

sites, many of which will be exam-

ined in new detail before the Cali-

fornia Water Commission in the 

next couple of years, as bond 

funds are directed toward water 

storage projects. 

The opportunity is before us to 

respond to scarcity in this for-

ward-looking manner, without 

resorting to cannibalization of 

each other's water supply by 

changing well-established rules. 

Australians had to accept whole-

sale and severe institutional 

change in response to the Big 

Dry—there's no doubt about that. 

But I'm betting that Australians 

would have loved to have some of 

our water "headaches" as an alter-

native: large if geographically dis-

placed water supplies fed by peri-

ods of extreme abundance. Cali-

fornia is not Australia. 

(Chris Scheuring is an environ-

mental attorney for the California 

Farm Bureau Federation. He may 

be contacted at cscheur-

ing@cfbf.com.) 

 

 

 

 

Water Crisis 
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 We want to 

hear from you! 

 

Do you have a topic 

or program you 

would like to see at 

a future NCMGA  

meeting? 

Send your ideas to our 

President, Kristine at 

kristiney54 @hotmail.com 

mailto:cscheuring@cfbf.com
mailto:cscheuring@cfbf.com
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Have you liked us on Facebook? 

Find us by searching Northern  

California Meat Goat Association. 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER KIT: 
Pack in a 5 gallon bucket with lid  

 Can of spray paint 

 Duct tape 

 Non-nylon leads, halters and collars 

 Fly Spray 

 Wire Cutters 

 Sharp Knife 
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 Sharpie 

 Colored grease stick 

 Hose 

 Flashlight & batteries 

 First Aid Items 

 Portable Radios 
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The Association 

The mission:  To educate the public about 

goats and goat meat. 

The goal:  To locate markets for goat meat and 

get as many breeders in contact with one  

another so we can all work together in continued 

growth of the industry. 
  

Newsletter:  The opinions expressed in this  

newsletter are those of the article authors as com-

piled by the editor and are not necessarily the opin-

ions of the Association or advertisers.  To comment or 

contribute material, please send to Association  

address or dodd.kari@yahoo.com 

Membership: Newsletter and other membership 

benefits are supported by membership dues.  An  

individual membership (one vote) is $15 per year, a  

family membership (two votes) is $20 per year. 

President: Kristine Raimer (530)384-0301 

Vice President: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Secretary: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

Treasurer: Teddy Drinnin (530) 549-3305 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Loree Austin: (530) 724-0739 

Trena Bradley: (530) 696-2480 

Michael Lawrence: (530) 347-3415 

Kari Dodd: (530) 736-8389 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Fundraising: Kristine Raimer (530) 384-0301 

Youth: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Education: Celina Phillips (530) 592-6196 

Newsletter: Kari Dodd (530) 736-8389 

Website: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

 

Help Line Volunteers: 

These volunteers are experienced producers, 

they are NOT veterinarians.  They would be 

happy to help and advise you if they can. 

 

Rosalinda Vizina: (916) 687-8030 

Jon Blevins: (530) 682-0579 

ready for lots of water? Do you 

have ample shelter for your ani-

mals?  Do you have a plan if 

there are power outages?  Don't 

forget to stock up on feed and 

put it above possible water lev-

els (trust me I know, I learned 

the hard way!). 

  

As producers we have seen 

change in terms of the animals 

being produced today.  At least I 

have! I believe all of us are try-

ing to produce a quality animal 

for the end consumer or we 

wouldn't be in business today.  I 

have noticed a HUGE change in 

my own herd over the past 8 

years!  We all go from keeping 

As you know, my two years in 

the position of President has 

come to a bittersweet end.  I am 

sad to leave the position, BUT I 

know that someone great is com-

ing in behind me.  I have en-

joyed every minute of being the 

President for the Northern Cali-

fornia Meat Goat Association.  

Don't worry I am not going far! I 

will still be an active member of 

the goat industry and NCMGA.   

  

As for another take on change- 

let's hope all the prediction mod-

els are correct for El Nino to  

return to California.   

We desperately need the water! 

With this being said, are you 

"everything" to being picky 

about what we want to keep, 

cull, purchase, etc. 

  

In closing, I want to thank eve-

ryone who has jumped in to help 

the organization over the last 

few years! The Northern Califor-

nia Meat Goat Association could 

not have accomplished what we 

have without you. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to 

serve as your Northern Califor-

nia Meat Goat Association Presi-

dent!  It has truly been an honor 

to be trusted by the members 

to preside over the association. 

President’s Message  -  Change is Coming! 

By: Kristine Raimer 


